
HISTORY – DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE: 

EYFS and Key Stage 1

YEAR GROUP TIMELINES CHRONOLOGY EVIDENCE BASE INTERPRETATION & 

SIGNIFICANCE

Reception • Know how to set out own 

life on a simple timeline

• To begin to appreciate that 

their life is different to the 

lives of people in the past

• To understand the past 

through settings, 

characters and events 

encountered in books read 

in class and storytelling

• Ask questions or make 

remarks about illustrations 

in a book they are reading, 

which may be set in the past

• Recognise that the past is 

different to today

Year 1 • Begin to appreciate what a 

timeline is by looking at a 

timeline over the past 10 

years

• Know how to set out 

information on a timeline 

up to 50 years ago

• Recognise that familiar 

objects we have today 

would have been different 

in the past, e.g. telephone

• Describe memories and 

changes that have 

happened in their own 

lives  

• Begin to understand that 

some evidence related to 

what happened in the past 

is more reliable than others

• Observe and handle 

artefacts and ask simple 

questions about the past 

• Understand that an invention 

from the past can lead to 

something we use today, e.g. 

television

• Offer an opinion as to why 

something may have happened 

in the past and why they know

Year 2 • Know that a timeline can be 

used to help them 

understand the period they 

are studying, e.g. the Great 

Fire of London

• Order a few events and 

different artefacts from the 

recent past

• Use the following words to 

show the passing of time: 

old, new, earliest, latest, 

past, present, future, new, 

newest, oldest, modern, 

before, after

• Begin to understand that 

some evidence, such as 

word of mouth, may not 

always reflect accurately 

what happened in the past

• Recognise what is a reliable 

piece of information and 

what is not, e.g. photograph 

vs word of mouth

• Point out a few similarities and 

differences between ways of life 

at different times

• Begin to reflect on the 

significance of what has been 

learnt from the past
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HISTORY – DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE: 

Lower Key Stage 2
YEAR GROUP TIMELINES CHRONOLOGY EVIDENCE BASE INTERPRETATION & 

SIGNIFICANCE

Year 3 • Start using a timeline 

that identifies different 

centuries

• Use the timeline to 

show how Britain has 

changed over the years

• Put artefacts or 

information in 

chronological order 

from a long time ago

• Use appropriate dates 

and chronological 

conventions, e.g. BC, 

BCE and AD

• Know that much of 

what is presented as 

historical fact is based 

on limited information

• Observe and use 

pictures, photographs 

and artefacts to find 

out about the past

• Understand that 

different types of 

evidence and sources 

can be used to help us 

find out about what 

happened in the past

• Understand that significant 

discoveries or inventions 

created much change in the 

lives of people, e.g. the 

wheel or iron ore

• Start to compare two 

versions of a past event

• Start to use stories or 

accounts to distinguish 

between fact and fiction

Year 4 • Accurately set out 

different events on a 

timeline

• Sequence several 

events, artefacts or 

historical figures on a 

timeline using dates, 

including those that 

are sometimes further 

apart

• Appreciate that some 

major events in the 

past caused major 

changes to the British 

landscape, e.g. Roman 

occupation

• Use words and 

phrases: century, 

decade

• Recognise the impact 

that bias has on 

records of historical 

events 

• Know that historical 

recounts are prone to 

exaggeration

• Look at more than one 

version of the same event 

or story in history and 

identify differences

• Know about the impact of a 

past action on our lives 

today
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HISTORY – DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE: 

Upper Key Stage 2

YEAR GROUP TIMELINES CHRONOLOGY EVIDENCE BASE
INTERPRETATION & 

SIGNIFICANCE

Year 5 • Have a secure 

understanding of a 

British timeline that 

extends from the Stone 

Age to the present day

• Order an increasing 

number of significant 

events, movements 

and dates on a timeline 

using dates accurately

• Show a 

chronologically secure 

knowledge and 

understanding of 

local, national and 

global history

• Know and describe in 

some detail the main 

changes to an aspect 

in a period of history 

being studied

• Show an awareness of the 

concept of propaganda and 

censorship

• Know the difference 

between primary and 

secondary sources of 

evidence and the impact of 

this on reliability 

• Consider different ways 

of checking the 

accuracy of 

interpretations of the 

past

• Realise that there is 

often not a single 

answer to historical 

questions

Year 6 • Use timelines to 

demonstrate changes 

and developments in 

culture, technology, 

religion and society

• Know the date of any 

significant event 

studied from the past 

and place it correctly 

on a timeline

• Demonstrate a 

coherent 

chronological 

narrative, knowledge 

and understanding of 

Britain’s past and the 

wider world

• Describe the main 

changes in a period in 

history using words 

such as social, 

religious, political, 

technological and 

cultural

• Understand that bias and 

politics may have played a 

part in providing a balanced 

evidence base when 

considering events in the 

distant past

• Use a range of evidence to 

offer some clear reasons for 

different interpretations of 

events, linking this to a 

factual understanding 

about the past

• Appreciate that people 

in the past represent 

events or ideas in a 

way that may be to 

persuade others 

• Form their own 

opinions about 

historical events from a 

range of sources
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